SAFETY RULES

1. All earthquakes do not cause tsunamis, but many do. When you know that an
earthquake has occurred, stand by for a tsunami emergency message.

2. An earthquake in your area is one of nature’s tsunami warning signals. Do
not stay in low-lying coastal areas after a strong earthquake has been felt.

3. Tsunamis are sometimes preceded by a noticeable fall in sea level as the
ocean retreats seaward exposing the seafloor. A roar like an oncoming train
may sometimes be heard as the tsunami wave rushes toward the shore.
These are also nature’s tsunami warning signals.

4. Atsunamiis not a single wave, but a series of waves carrying a massive
volume of water that can flood and inundate land for hours. The first wave
may not be the largest. Stay out of danger areas until an “all-clear” is issued
by a recognized authority.

5. A small tsunami at one point on the shore can be extremely large a few
kilometers away. Don‘t let the modest size of one make you lose respect for
all. :

6. All warnings to the public must be taken very seriously, even if some are for
- non-destructive events. The tsunami of May, 1960 killed 61 people in Hilo,
b Hawaii because some thought it was just another false alarm.

7. Alltsunamis are potentially dangerous, even though they may not damage
every coastline they strike.

8. Never go down to the shore to watch for a tsunami, When you can see the
wave, you are foo close to outrun it. Most tsunamis are like flash floods full of
debris. Tsunami waves typically do not curl and break, so do not try to surf a
tsunami.

9. Sooner or later, tsunamis visit every coastline in the Pacific and all oceans. i
you live in a coastal area, be prepared and know nature’s tsunami warning
signals.

10. During a tsunami emergency, your local civil defense, police, and other

_ emergency organizations will try to save your life. Give them your fullest .

i cooperation.
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Tsunamis can be detected using our human senses.
Recognize a tsunami’s natural warning signs.

FEEL

- Big local earthquakes may cause tsunamis.
- FEEL the ground shaking severely, or for a long time?

SEE

- Tsunami may be preceded by a rapid fall in sea level as
the ocean recedes, exposing reefs, rocks, and fishes on
the sea bottom.

- Tsunami often come ashore as a wall of water, and quickly
flood inland.

- SEE an unusual disappearance of water, or oncoming wall
of water?

HEAR

- Abnormal ocean activity, a wall of water, and approaching
tsunami create a loud “roaring” sound similar to that of a
train or jet aircraft.

- HEAR the roar?

RUN

- Don’t wait for official evacuation orders.

- Immediately leave low-lying coastal areas.
- Move inland to higher ground.

- RUN if you see a tsunami coming!
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* Are a series of long-wavelength, long-period
ocean waves. They are not surfing waves.

= Come ashore for hours. The first wave may not v‘ﬂ’l 3% |
be the largest. -

» Are caused primarily by earthquakes occumng e s e | A joti - an Hcorﬂmg tram or: 'eha:rc;aft ay be he d asS!
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meteorites.
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» Travel at jet airliner speeds in the deep ocean“ S P ' - Tsunami fmm.

but the waves are only centimeters high a.nd ; '_ By’ X oceal? Ib asin,
cannot be felt aboard ships. T R .co- N

* Slow down and grow in height tremendously
upon entering shallow water.

s Can crest to 10-m high heights, strike w:ti_l 2
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If you're swept 4 \stinami. look for somathing to he1p you stay
afloat, and to _prote’bt gangerous floating debris.like houses,



